


In a letter to Edgar Truax from Th. de T. Truax (that is 
how it was signed) written in 1905 a man describes 
his happiness in searching and önding information 
about the du Trieux family. This was the beginning of 
“The House of Truax.”  The letter was acquired by 
Allan L. Truax and we have it thanks to our late 
president, Paul Truax, who scanned many, many president, Paul Truax, who scanned many, many 
boxes of the Thura Hires manuscripts. Besides the 
information in the letter, I was impressed with the 
formality of the letter.  The punctuation is just as he 
typed it. He was a New York City newspaper man. 
The letter follows:

Mr. Edgar Truax,
Alamo, IndianaAlamo, Indiana

  In 1867, moved by curiosity, I first made   In 1867, moved by curiosity, I first made 
researching for data pertaining to my immediate 
family, for the sole object of establishing my male 
ancestry; but my iniƟal efforts were side-tracked; for I 
was in quest of the proverbial “three brothers who 
came here from Holland.” Instead, I found to my 
amazement that which will doubtless surprise many a 
patronymic wearer of the name to-day, i.e., I found in 
the Secretary of State Department at Albany, New 
York, the original signature of “Philippe du Trieux” 
pronounced Treoo – the progenitor of every Truax or 
Truex, living on this conƟnent; at least so far as ancient 
records disclose. History says that (Philippe) Philip du 
Trieux – born 1585, a Huguenot refugee from the 
persecuƟons of the French during their religious wars, 
was a resident of this country during the regime of was a resident of this country during the regime of 
Gov. Minuit, from 1624 to 1629, and became a factor 
in his (Minuit’s) administraƟon.

 The preparaƟon of this genealogical work – 
the pride of my life – most justly called a life’s labor of the pride of my life – most justly called a life’s labor of 
love without hope of a pecuniary profit; so rapidly 
grew and developed such new, interesƟng and larger 
fields of labor, unƟl now I have classified in ten genera-
Ɵons complete, an Historical Genealogy of the Truax 
and Truex families – with some few excepƟons – 
including photos for reproducƟon in the volume about 

t0 be published, as well as that which has become the 
boast of every true American who has a good and clear 
pedigree, -- the family Coat of Arms. It is quite apparent 
that there exists a desire among our families, to learn and 
know more of their family connections and history; and, 
as to the older generation belongs the duty of establish-
ing the link which binds the great lives that have been, to 
the truly noble ones that may come after us; and that we 
may review the deeds of our fathers –be they ever so  dir 
(dire? dear?) – and pass that just verdict upon them, 
which we may anticipate from posterity as they turn 
back the pages of history, seeking in purpose and result, 
why this circular with its requests is presented for your 
favorable consideration. The work will be a most magnif-
icent deluxe edition  in size, about 500 pages, printed on 
American handmade paper, water-lined with the auto-
graph of Philippe du Trieux*, the original progenitor of 
the Truax and Truex families, with binding and 
press-work to correspond in elegance.

 You can assist materially and further the desired 
end by ölling in the blanks on the enclosed form, and 
 You can assist materially and further the desired 
end by ölling in the blanks on the enclosed form, and 
returning it to my address at the earliest possible date. 
Our senses should not be inactive to the voice of time. Let 
the Truax motto be your guide.

“Bien faire et ne rien craindre” 
(Do the right and fear nought)

          Yours very truly, 
     Th.  de T. Truax                    
                                                            (Theodore de T. Truax)
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THOSE WHO FOLLOWED YOU ARE GRATEFUL, THEODORE






